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About RORA 
The Royal Orchard Ratepayers’ Association is a volunteer organization registered with the City of Markham. 
Defined geographically by Yonge Street on the West, Bayview Avenue on the East, Ladies’ Golf Club of 
Toronto on the South, and The Holy Cross Cemetery on the North, RORA is led by volunteers committed to 
sharing information relevant to our community, engagement, and advocacy.  

Happy New Year, RORA neighbours! 
Despite the current challenges, we are grateful for so much including everything our neighbourhood of 
Royal Orchard offers – a diverse community, natural parks and pathways, a historic setting, homes with 
character, and great neighbours.   

RORA is seeking new members to support and lead our many advocacy efforts. Whether you have lived 
here for several decades or are new to the community, we want to welcome you! Let’s work together to 
maintain our beautiful community. To join RORA, or if you have any questions about membership, please 
visit our website at www.royalorchardra.ca and click on the “Membership” tab at the top of page.  

Recent news 
Winter Maintenance of Royal Orchard Park Path 

We are the fortunate recipients of a Markham pilot project - the pathway through Royal 
Orchard Park from Kirk Drive to Royal Orchard Boulevard will receive winter 
maintenance for the 2020-21 winter season. 

Hope to see you outside enjoying a walk in nature this winter! 

Please remember to submit your feedback at: www.yourvoicemarkham.ca/winter so 
that we can turn this into a permanent community benefit!   

Windrow Removal Service for Residents 60+ or with Disability 
What is a “windrow”?  
It is the pile of snow left at the bottom of a driveway after the 
snowplow has cleared the road - often very heavy and hard to clear! 

The City of Markham offers a Windrow Removal Service for qualified 
residents who are over 60 years of age or have a disability. 

To qualify for the program, you must first apply for it by completing an 
application form available on the City of Markham’s website, under 
“Winter Road Services”. 

RORA Adoption of Royal Orchard Park 

RORA has adopted the Royal Orchard Park. We will organize annual clean-up  
activities to help keep this natural space beautiful and litter free - for everyone’s 
enjoyment! 

Winter Update – January 2021 

http://www.royalorchardra.ca/
http://www.yourvoicemarkham.ca/winter
https://www.markham.ca/wps/wcm/connect/markham/7160bc24-7c7e-425f-98da-b603196e833e/Windrow-Removal-Application%2B2020-2021.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CONVERT_TO=url&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_2QD4H901OGV160QC8BLCRJ1001-7160bc24-7c7e-425f-98da-b603196e833e-nl7Sz29
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/neighbourhood-services/roads-sidewalks/winter-road-services/03-winter-road-services
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Back on April 18th, 2020, RORA undertook a community park clean-up.  While a group activity wasn’t 
possible (due to social distancing), families were invited to (separately) walk the path and surrounding 
areas and clean up trash revealed beneath the newly melted snow.  Thanks to our residents, we cleared 
about 30 large garbage bags of trash! 

A Spring 2021 Park Clean-Up is planned, but the date has not yet been set.  

Please note, high school students may also participate in Park Clean-Up for volunteer hours. 

Select Proposed New Developments  
Below we include some information on select multi-residential development proposals: 

1. Shouldice Hospital Lands
2. Food Basics Plaza, at Yonge / Royal Orchard
3. Ladies’ Golf Club Lands, at Royal Orchard / Bayview
4. Langstaff Gateway Project
5. Thornhill Square Shopping Centre – John / Bayview (NEW)

For full details and links to relevant documents, please see the City of Markham website, or contact the 
City of Markham’s planning department.  

1. Shouldice Hospital Lands, 7750 Bayview Avenue (website link)

The land was purchased in March 2019 by Liberty Development for 
an estimated $85M. With the hospital continuing to operate under a 
leased arrangement for 16 more years, the development proposal 
outlines a long-term approach with four directional (North, South, 
East and West) phases. The city is now in receipt of the complete 
Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment applications, submitted 
by 7750 Bayview Avenue Limited Partnership, for the 9.07 hectares 
(22.4 acres) lands.   

The North Block (Phase I) application before the City of Markham proposes: 

• The development of 1,287 residential units shared between 3 
buildings (5 towers) ranging between 18 and 35 storeys

http://7750bayview.ca/
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• Gross Floor Area* of 11,712 m2 (1,202,457 ft2)
• A total of 858 underground parking spaces (three levels), and 12 surface parking spaces

Redevelopment of the South Block (where Shouldice Hospital is located) and the East Block (bordering 
Bayview Avenue) will be the subject of future development applications. 

There will be public information sessions about this application at some point this year.  Please stay 
informed and let your opinion be known!  We are working closely with the developer, the city and other 
ratepayer groups to monitor this development, as it has significant implications for many Markham 
residents.  

2. Food Basics Plaza (Royal Orchard and Yonge), 10 Royal Orchard Blvd.

SITE SPECIFIC APPLICATION TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL PLAN AND ZONING BY-LAW SUBMITTED BY 
GREENCAPITAL LIMITED PARTNERSHIP C/O GATZIOS PLANNING AND CONSULTANTS INC: 

In late fall 2019, the City of Markham received applications to amend the Official Plan and Zoning By-
law (PLAN 19 137814) to permit a multi-building, mixed-use high-rise development at the northeast 
corner of Royal Orchard Boulevard and Yonge Street. The proposal includes: 

• 4 Residential towers on the north side of Royal Orchard Blvd between Yonge Street and
Inverlochy Blvd ranging in height between 25 and 59 storeys

• A total of 1560 residential units
• Two podium buildings, 4 storeys in height consisting of 3,742 m2 (40,278 ft2) non-residential uses

including, retail, service and office uses

This proposed development is contentious. We are working closely with other ratepayer groups to 
address what we believe are unreasonable heights, densities and a lack of community benefits.  We 
need more help from people willing to get involved! This development will significantly impact us all, 
especially those in the Gazebo, 1 Royal Orchard and Inverlochy condos.   

3. Ladies’ Golf Club Lands, Royal Orchard Blvd. and Bayview Ave.

Official Plan and Zoning By-Law Amendment applications have been submitted on behalf of the Ladies 
Golf Club of Toronto by Tridel. 

The proposal is to build a 12-storey residential building, a 14-storey 
residential building and a public park on 2.46 acres of land, currently 



 

Royal Orchard Ratepayers’ Association 

 _______________ 
About RORA 
The Royal Orchard Ratepayers’ Association is a volunteer organization registered with the City of Markham. 
Defined geographically by Yonge Street on the West, Bayview Avenue on the East, Ladies’ Golf Club of 
Toronto on the South, and The Holy Cross Cemetery on the North, RORA is led by volunteers committed to 
sharing information relevant to our community, engagement, and advocacy.  

comprising the 9th hole of the golf course, located at the southwest 
corner of Royal Orchard Blvd. and Bayview Avenue. 

“The Royal Bayview” complex will comprise approx. 170 luxury suites. 
For details, visit the Tridel website.  

4. Langstaff Gateway Project, Langstaff Rd. East (between Yonge and Bayview)

In February 2020, applications for Zoning By-law Amendment and Draft Plan of Subdivision submitted 
by Condor were approved, with conditions, by Markham Council: 

• To permit two residential towers of 50 and 45 storeys connected by a 10-storey podium at what
is currently 25, 11, 9 and 5 Langstaff Road East

At full build-out (contingent on the Yonge North subway extension), the project plan calls for upwards of 
15,000 residential units in the form of low, mid-rise, and high-rise buildings.  

In 2018, Zoning By-law Amendment and draft plan of subdivision applications were received from 
Condor Properties Ltd. to build the first development block (Phase 1A) within the west Precinct area of 
the Langstaff Gateway community. The latter is the 47-hectare (116 acre) area of land bounded by 
Yonge in the west, Bayview in the east, Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery in the south and Highway 407 in 
the north. For development planning purposes, the area is divided into three precincts: west, central and 
east.  

5. Thornhill Square Shopping Centre – John St. / Bayview Ave. (NEW)

The city is now in receipt of Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment applications, submitted by the 
Goldberg Group on behalf of Timbercreek Quadrant Four GP INC. (“Timbercreek”) for the 3.13 hectares 
(7.75 acres) of what is currently the Thornhill Square Shopping Centre at 288, 290, 292, 294, 296, 298 
and 300 John Street. There will be opportunities for all Ward 1 residents to comment on what is being 
proposed.  The application proposes: 

• The development of 587 residential (market-based rental) units shared
between 5 buildings (5 towers) ranging between 8 and 15 storeys

• Proposed Site Density is 2.04 FSI

https://www.tridel.com/royalbayview/
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• Total Gross Floor Area for Residential uses is 19,273 m2 (207,453 ft2), and
• Total Proposed Gross Floor Area for Retail, Office and Commercial uses is 9,000 m2 (96,85 ft2)
• A total of 1,016 below ground parking spaces, located within one parking level, and 34 surface 

parking spaces
• A public park fronting on John Street is proposed
• The existing heritage building (Santorini’s) will remain

Yonge North Subway Extension 
The proposed Yonge Subway Extension would extend the TTC’s Line 1 subway service 7.4 kilometres 
from Finch Station into Richmond Hill.  Metrolinx and Infrastructure Ontario are working together to 
deliver the project.  Target completion date is 2029-30 

Most recent plans propose up to six stations, including transit hubs at Richmond Hill 
Centre and Steeles Avenue that will connect to local bus services. 

Next steps: An updated business case is being prepared and will be released in 2021. 

For full details, please see Metrolinx website. 

Light Show for Charity 
Did you drive by to enjoy the festive light show, on Wild Cherry Lane, 
this holiday season?  Over 100,000 lights across seven residential 
properties, choreographed to music.  The light show provided 
welcome (and safe!) entertainment to countless visitors. 

Donations totaled close to $25,000 this year, of which 100% of these 
donations will benefit neighbourhood charities - Yellow Brick House 
and the Markham Food Bank.  

A huge “Thank You” to these residents for the enormous effort required to mount this show! 
Visit the website for full details, and to see the show at www.wildcherrylights.com.   

Wildlife issues? 

This year has seen a significant increase in coyote activity during 
daytime hours in our area, with routine sightings at Cricklewood Park, 
Royal Orchard Park and other nearby greenspaces. 

The city has information on coyotes here: 
https://markhamreview.com/coyote-awareness-becoming-increasingly-
important/   

There have also been several daytime sightings of foxes; near Cricklewood, 
the Heintzman House, and Shouldice Hospital. 

http://www.metrolinx.com/en/greaterregion/projects/yonge-subway-extension.aspx
http://www.wildcherrylights.com/
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It is important to never feed or approach these animals – make noise, keep an eye on them, and back 
away slowly when you encounter them face to face.  They are shy by nature and should back down.  
Recently, however, some coyotes have shown more aggressive, ‘hunting’ behaviour with one 
pretending to be injured in an effort to lure a dog, with the second coyote sneaking behind the dog to 
attack.   
 
Raccoons and skunks have also been problematic during daylight hours, 
especially when they have distemper, which is a life-threatening disease to them.  
They will appear confused, try to approach you and may have seizures.  Animal 
Control will remove distempered animals.  Call 1-888-668-7722 and try to keep 
track of the animal until an officer arrives to capture it.  
 
 
Heintzman House Annual Art Show & Sale 
 

The popular annual art show and sale held in the Spring at historic Heintzman 
House (135 Bay Thorn Drive), has been postponed.  
 
For more information visit:  www.theheintzmanhouse.ca 
 

 
 
 
By-Law issues? 
 

If you seek assistance with By-law related issues, contact the City of Markham at 
customerservice@markham.ca 
 
 
Community Matters! 
 
If these or other issues concern you, please consider joining RORA.  Together our voice is stronger.  
To join RORA or learn more, please visit our website at www.royalorchardra.ca and click on the 
“Membership” tab at the top of page.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.royalorchardra.ca/
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We are a voice for a Thornhill (City of Markham) community defined geographically by 

Yonge Street on the West, Bayview Avenue on the East, Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto on 

the South, and The Holy Cross Cemetery on the North. 
 

 

Annual Membership Form 
 

The work of the Royal Orchard Ratepayers’ Association is supported by contributions from 
our residents.  Help protect and improve our community, join the Royal Orchard 

Ratepayers’ Association or renew your membership. 
 

The annual membership fee is $20. 

 

New Membership   Renewal  

 
 

Name(s):  

Home Address:  

  

Phone #:  

E-mail:  
 

*Personal Information will not be shared outside of the association without prior permission* 

 

Amount Enclosed:   Donation:  

 
Payment by cash or cheque is welcome. 

 
Please make cheques payable to Royal Orchard Ratepayers’ Association 

and deliver or mail this form, along with your payment, to: 
 

Kyle Kowalchuk, 124 Bay Thorn Drive, Thornhill, ON L3T 3T8 
or 

Jasmine Lindsay, 48 Wild Cherry Lane, Thornhill, ON L3T 3T4 
 
 

For more information, contact us by email at royalorchardra@gmail.com or visit us on the web at 

www.royalorchardra.ca. 
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